The Woodruff Gun

Annotations to the Margreiter article.
Price’s Army Loses the Woodruff Guns at Trading Post, Kansas.

Charles Collins in his Battlefield Atlas of Price’s Missouri Expedition of 1864 notes that
“The 2d Arkansas (U.S.) moved quickly and seized two small guns abandoned by the
Confederates in their retreat” at the Marais des Cygnes River on the Kansas-Missouri
border. His footnote identifies these as the Woodruff guns captured at Pilot Knob.

Page 131
53. The Marais des Cygnes River

The river and its fords are significant to the next phase of the fighting. The Fort
Scott/Military Road passed through the small town of Trading Post and then continued
south. The old ford crossed the river at the town and provided access to a secondary
road to Mound City. However, the main road crossed at a new ford located one mile
south of town. Within about an hour after daylight, the 2d Arkansas (U.S.) led the
mounted pursuit and pressed forward to the main ford over the Marais des Cygnes
River. The Union cavalry passed through the abandoned Confederate camp, capturing
about 100 stragglers, numerous abandoned animals, and about 30 derelict wagons.
Later, McNeil’s and Blunt’s men hung some of the prisoners in retaliation for the
wanton destruction upon Kansas farms and alleged violations against the female
residents of Trading Post. The 2d Arkansas (U.S.) moved quickly and seized two small
guns abandoned by the Confederates in their retreat.26 Their pursuit stalled when they
found, “the ford of the stream, interrupted by an abatis on the opposite bank” and “the
ford occupied” by Marmaduke’s men.27 The Confederates had positioned a significant
skirmish line amid the trees and bushes on the opposite bank to slow the Union pursuit.
From the top of the eastern mound, Sanborn observed the stalled pursuit and developed
a plan to re-energize the attack. He directed the 2d Arkansas (U.S.) to fix Confederate
attention on the ford, and for the 7th PEMM to outflank the Confederate defense. The
7th PEMM dismounted about 400 yards above the ford and crossed over the river.
Unfortunately, Sanborn and the militiamen were unaware of the old ford located at
Trading Post. Nonetheless, the 7th PEMM crossed over the river. The militia’s
commander stated, “We were then thrown out as skirmishers on the right of the brigade,
driving the enemy from the creek bottom.”28 The flank attack was a success and the
Confederates at the ford abandoned their position and withdrew.

p. 164

26. These guns were the two-pounder Woodruff guns captured by the Confederates at
Pilot Knob. The two-pounder guns were not very effective field guns. The average field
gun in both armies fired shot weighing 10 to 12 pounds. It appears that one gun was
captured near the mounds and the other near the ford. Maj. Gen. Rosecrans later
awarded one of the guns to the 2d AR as a trophy. However, there is no record of either
of the guns being used by the Union forces in their continued pursuit of Price.

Charles D. Collins, Jr., Battlefield Atlas of Price’s Missouri Expedition of 1864. Fort
Leavenworth, Kan.: Combat Studies Institute Press, 2016: 131, endnote 26 on 164.


https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Portals/7/educational-services/staff-rides/StaffRideHB_AtlasofPricesMissouriExpeditionof1864.pdf

Lumir Buresh in his book October 25th and the Battle of Mine Creek notes the
placement of “[t]wo small cannons, probably two-pounder Woodruff skirmish guns,
captured at Pilot Knob” on p. 72.

p. 72.

General Cabell’s Brigade of Fagan’s Division was the force that deployed on the east
mound. Pickets were placed in front of the mounds and later drawn back to the foot of
the mound with the main force on the crest. Cabell’s Brigade being the largest brigade
in Price’s Army consisted of about 2,000 troops. The west mound was lightly defended
by about 300 men of Slemmons’ Brigade also of Fagan’s Division. Two small cannons,
probably two-pounder Woodruff skirmish guns, captured at Pilot Knob32 were placed on
the road between the two mounds. When the pickets were driven in by Sanborn’s
Division, Cabell notified Price that the enemy was in his front in force and said that an
immediate crossing of the river [Marais des Cygnes] should be made. This was not done
initially, but a withdrawal of most of the train and all troops except the rear guard was
accomplished some time before daylight.

32. Richard J. Hinton, “Price’s Raid”, St. Louis Globe Democrat, St. Louis, Missouri,
April 4, 1897.

John R. [sic—L.] Margreiter, “The Woodruff Gun”, Civil War Times Illustrated,
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania: May 1973: 32-37.

Buresh again notes their presence on pp. 76-78: “The Confederates had also placed two
small two-pound Woodruff guns on the road between the two mounds.”

pp. 76-78.

As soon as Sanborn received these new instructions from Curtis, he made specific plans
and issued orders for the attack. The artillery, consisting of two batteries, H and L, of
the Second Missouri Light Artillery under Captains Montgomery and Thurber were
ordered into a position approximately a half mile north of the mounds. Because of the
difficulty of moving the six rifled Rodman guns into position over the wet fields and
mired roads, they did not open fire until just before dawn. The assault on the mounds
was ordered to be made on foot under the command of Colonel J. J. Gravely of the
Eighth M.S.M. of Sanborn’s Brigade at the first light of dawn. The Eighth M.S.M. and
the Sixth M.S.M. would charge the east mound while the Fourth Iowa Veteran Volunteer
Cavalry of Benteen’s Brigade under the direction of Colonel Gravely would take the west
mound. The battalion of three companies of the Second Colorado Cavalry, although not
under the command of General Sanborn or Colonel Gravely, would cooperate on the
extreme right flank. This attacking force including horseholders did not exceed nine
hundred men. Cabell’s Brigade of some 2,000 men were posted on the east mound with
three hundred men of Slemmons’ Brigade on the west. The Confederates had also
placed two small two-pound Woodruff guns on the road between the two mounds.>2

2. Richard J. Hinton, “Price’s Raid”, St. Louis Globe Democrat, St. Louis, Missouri,
April 4, 1897.

The Confederates had captured four Woodruffs at Pilot Knob. Only known small steel
guns in use at the time. John Margreiter, “The Woodruff Gun”, Civil War Times
Illustrated, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania: May 1973: 32-37.



Buresh states the Confederates actually employed the Woodruffs in the gap between the
mounds on pp. 78-79: “The Confederates’ two Woodruff guns in the gap now opened
fire and the Union guns then returned the vollies [sic] stopping the fire from the gap.
The two small Woodruffs were pulled back by hand.” He reports their recapture in the
same section: “The Second Arkansas pushed forward to the ford quickly so as to be in
position to capture two small guns being taken across the ford by the retreating
Confederates.4 Undoubtedly, these were the same two guns that had been placed in the
gap between the mounds.”

pp. 78-79.

The attack started as the first faint light of the morning appeared. The Fourth Iowa
assisted by the battalion of the Second Colorado Cavalry had less difficulty on the right
flank than those assaulting the east mound. The mound they were attacking had a
considerable cover of trees and rocks, and they reached the summit not long after
daybreak and fired a few parting shots at the retreating enemy. The east mound was
attacked by two regiments, the Eighth M.S.M. and the Sixth M.S.M. shortly after the
attack on the west mound and after the Union artillery fire had lifted. Sanborn said
later that there was much apprehension by his officers in charging the big mound
looming up at their front, and they came to him to confirm the orders for a charge. “Is it
a fact, General,” they asked, “that we are to charge up those mounds and try to take
them?” “Itis,” I replied. “Well, then good-bye, General”s The Confederates’ two
Woodruff guns in the gap now opened fire and the Union guns then returned the vollies
[sic] stopping the fire from the gap. The two small Woodruffs were pulled back by hand.
The fire from the mounds was totally ineffective. In fact, the advancing troops could
hear the guns going off but could not hear the bullets going overhead which meant that
the shots were flying much too high and creating no damage. This was caused by the
convex curve of the face of the mound. The Confederates on top could not see their
attackers moving up the mound. An attack on the mound in the daylight would have
been difficult, if not impossible where the defenders would have had a good view of the
approaching enemy. The attackers had, however, reached the cover at the base of the
mound before daylight. The charge up the mound was treacherous in spite of the
ineffective fire because of the steepness of the ascent. Reaching the summit at last, the
Missourians gave a yell, although the charge was made to attack. Cabell’s men with
bayonets, the M.S.M. being armed with rifles, only to discover that the enemy had
already departed. The weary attackers took a few parting shots at the retreating
Confederates running down the south slope of the hill which tapered gradually to the
river. Cabell could see that he was being flanked on his left rear and must have assumed
that his delaying mission was completed. He and his men were fighters and could have
easily have driven back Gravely’s two regiments. This attack which was made on foot up
the mounds was immediately followed by mounted pursuit by the Second Arkansas
Cavalry (Union) of Sanborn’s Brigade and the Third Iowa Cavalry and the Tenth
Missouri Cavalry of Benteen’s Brigade.

The remnants of Price’s Army still north of the river were easily driven back across the
river, and the mounted units arrived at the main ford in a short time. The Second
Arkansas pushed forward to the ford quickly so as to be in position to capture two small
guns being taken across the ford by the retreating Confederates.4 Undoubtedly, these
were the same two guns that had been placed in the gap between the mounds. The



casualties on both sides were minor in this delaying action with Colonel Gravely
reporting only one man wounded.

4. J. C. Leach, Recollections of, Private Company D Third Iowa Cavalry as printed in
Boots and Saddles by Theodore Cook, p. 17.

OR, Series 1, Vol. 41, Part I, Report of Colonel John E. Phelps, p. 404.

Richard J. Hinton, “Price’s Raid”, St. Louis Globe Democrat, St. Louis, Missouri, April

4,1897.

The OR provides a number of reports of the recapture of the Woodruffs. Brig. Gen.
John B. Sanborn, commanding the District of Southwest Missouri and the Third
Brigade, Cavalry Division, of the Union forces in pursuit of Price, made these comments
in report of action on October 25:

“...General Pleasonton was now upon the ground and ordered me to advance my line to
the Marais des Cygnes and cross the river as soon as possible. This order was
immediately executed, and in a few moments my command occupied the ground just
abandoned by the enemy, who left one piece of artillery and many wagons, horses,
mules, cattle, sheep, cooking utensils, &c. Colonel Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry,
was directed to take the advance and move forward as rapidly as possible....”

Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 41, Part 1: 391.
Operations in Louisiana and the Trans-Mississippi States and Territories. July 1-
December3i, 1864. Part 1: Reports.
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No. 32.
Report of Col. Edwin C. Catherwood, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS THIRTEENTH MISSOURI CAVALRY,
Rolla, Mo., December 2, 1864,

JAPTAIN: I have the honor to report the following list* of killed,
wounded, and missing of the Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry in the late
campaign in Missouri against the rebel army, commanded by General
Price, viz:

At the battle of Independence—Officers wounded, 4; enlisted men
wounded, 7. At the battle of Osage River—Enlisted men killed, 3 gl
wounded, 11;t missing, 1. In the battle of Glasgow—Wounded, 1.
Full report of killed and wounded in this action not received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. C. CATHERWOOD,
Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. FRANK EnNo, ‘
Assistant” Adjutant-General.

No. 33.

Reports of Brig. Gen. John B. Sanborn, U. 8. Army, commanding District
of Southwest Missouri and Third Brigade, Cavalry Division.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI,
Springfield, Mo., November 13, 1864.

Sie: I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-
general commanding, the part taken by my command in the recent
campaign in Missouri against the rebel army, commanded by Major-
General Price, while reporting to Major-General Pleasonton :

Under paragraph 5 of Special Orders, No. 1, dated headquarters U. S.
forces, Jefferson City, Mo., October 8, 1864, I immediately proceeded
with all the available cavalry force of the command and one battery of
light artillery in the direction of the enemy. Thiscommand consisted
of the following regiments and detachments, viz: First, Third, Fourth,
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Regiments Missouri State
Militia Cavalry, Sixth and Seventh Provisional Regiments Enrolled
Missouri Militia, Second Arkansas Cavalry, First Iowa Cavalry, Seven-
teenth Illinois Cavalry, with Battery H, Second Missouri Light Artil-
lery, to which was added one section of Battery L, Second Missouri
Light Artillery, the whole under command of Captain Thurber, of Bat-
tery H, numbering in effective force pressed for duty about 4,100 men.
This force was at once organized into brigades as follows: First Brigade,
consisting of the First, Fourth, and Seventh Missouri State Militia Cav-
alry and the First Iowa Cavalry, under command of Col. John F. Phil-
ips, of the Seventh Missouri State Militia; Second Brigade, consisting
of the Third, Fifth, and Ninth Missouri State Militia Cavalry and the
. Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, with a battery of mountain howitzers,
under command of Colonel Beveridge, of the Seventeenth [1linois Cav-

* Nominal list omitted.

t Two of these belonged to the other regiments temporarily attached to Thirteenth -
Missouri.

25 R R—VOL XLI, PT I


Owner
Rectangle
ICE’S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 385

Edwin C. Catherwood, Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry.

Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry,

cember 2, 1864.

e the honor to report the following* list* of killed, wounded, and missing of the Thirteenth Missouri Cavalry in the late campaign in Missouri against the rebel army, comman 

f Independence—Officers wounded, 4; enlisted men wounded, 7. At the battle of Osage River—Enlisted men killed, 3;t wounded, 11 ;t missing, 1. In the battle of Glasgow—W 

lly, your obedient servant,

WOOD,

manding.

o,

tant-General.

g. Gen. John B. Sanborn, JJ. S. Army, commanding District of Southwest Missouri and Third Brigade, Cavalry Division.

District of Southwest Missouri,

o., November 13, 1864. Sir : I have the honor to report, for the information of the major-general commanding, the part taken by my command in the recent campaign in Mis 

ph 5 of Special Orders, No. 1, dated headquarters U. S. forces, Jefferson City, Mo., October 8, 1864, I immediately proceeded with all the available cavalry force of the comm 

omitted.

belonged to the other regiments temporarily attached to Thirteenth Missouri.


386 LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI. [CHAP. LIIL

alry; Third Brigade, consisting of detachments of the Sixth and Eighth
Missouri State Militia Cavalry, Sixth and Seventh Provisional Enrolled
Missouri Militia, and the Second Arkansas Cavalry, under command of
Col. J. J. Gravely, of the Eighth Missouri State Militia Cavalry. The
artillery (six guns), Captain Thurber commanding, was attached to the
division generally to act under my orders. The First Brigade, Colonel
Philips commanding, already in motion, was ordered to continue its
march on the Jefferson City and Springfield road toward Versailles and
Warsaw, and the Second and Third Brigades were ordered forward
along the line of the railroad toward California and Tipton. Before 1
left Jefferson City artillery firing was heard in the direction of the Spring-
field road, and soon after I received a dispatch from Colonel Philips
informing me that the enemy had made a stand at the crossing of the
Moreau, occupying a very strong position, and that artillery was needed
to enable him to carry this position without seriousloss. The Second Ax-
kansas Cavalry had already been sent to his support, and I immediately
ordered the rest of the Third Brigade, Colonel Gravely commanding,
with one section of Thurber’s battery, to turn off from the California
road, and move forward to the support of Colonel Philips. The enemy
retired from the Moreau before .the arrival of Colonel Gravely, with
some loss in killed and wounded, leaving about seventy horses aban-
doned on the tield. No loss was sustained by my command. The First
and Third Brigades and one section of artillery bivouacked on and near
the Moreau that night, and the Second Brigade, with three sections of
artillery, at Gray’s Creek, about ten miles from Jefferson City, on the
California road.

At daylight on the 9th the entire force of the enemy moved forward
rapidly on the Springfield road toward Versailles from its place of
bivouac east of Russellville, the Third Brigade moving in pursuit. The
Second Brigade moved across by a neighborhood road from the Cali-
fornia road to the Springfield road and advanced to the support of the
Third Brigade, already engaged with the enemy’s rear guard. The
enemy resisted the advance of the column strongly with a heavy line
of dismounted skirmishers and strong reserves while passing through
the heavily timbered country east of Russellville. The entire Third
Brigade was immediately formed in line, with a line of dismounted
men as skirmishers in front, and the other brigades moved forward in
support. The enemy, on account of the timber and formation of the
ground, was able to resist the advance of our skirmishers to such an
extent that it was deemed proper to charge with a mounted force through
the enemy’s line of skirmishers and attack his reserves. This was ac-
complished by a detachment of the Sixth Missouri State Militia Cavalry,
under Lieut. R. B. Riggs, Company K, Sixth Missouri State Militia, and
the enemy retreated rapidly through Russellville, leaving several dead
on the field. My loss in this affair was Lieut. R. B. Riggs killed and
— wounded. Lieutenant Riggs was a most gallant officer, and fell
within five yards of the enemy’s reserves, which he was charging so
vigorously. The Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, de-
ployed as skirmishers, and the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, which were also engaged, behaved most gallantly. This
cleared the road to the open prairie, on which the enemy’s columns
and trains were plainly visible within artillery range. When my ad-
vance emerged from the woods artillery was immediately opened upon
the flying columns, which continued to move forward toward Versailles

~until it had passed every road turning to the right toward California
but one, viz, the road at High Point. This movement of the enemy
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induced me to move by the shortest route and by a rapid march to
California for the purpose of striking his flank if he should turn north
toward Boonville at High Point, and also for the purpose of moving
rapidly on his flank during the night toward Warsaw, with a view of ~
reaching that point before him, if he continued his march in that direc-
tion. The First Brigade, with one section of artillery, led in this
march and the Second and Third Brigades followed, with another
section of artillery with the rear brigade. The head of the column
emerged from the timber upon the open prairie near California about
5 p. m., and found a large force of the enemy in that town, a portion
engaged in tearing up the railroad and a large force in line of battle.
The enemy opened with one section of artillery upon my advance
immediately. The First Brigade was at once formed in close column of
squadrons in rear of the crest of a ridge running east and west, about
half a mile south of the town, and dismounted and formed line in rear of
this crest, the right extending northeast of the California and Russell-
ville road, on which my command was marching, and the left extending
in a southwesterly direction across this road toward the road leading
from California to High Point. The section of artillery with the First
Brigade, under Captain Thurber, went into position on the left of the
road about 700 yards from the enemy’s guns and opened a well-directed
fire. Three squadrons of the First Iowa Cavalry, mounted, were
ordered to our extreme left on the road leading from California to
High Point, as a party of observation. The Second and Third Brigades
were still in reserve with the exception of two regiments. The line
was ordered to advance and moved forward with the utmost alacrity.
The enemy soon ceased his fire and as the left of our line entered the
town he fled with great precipitancy, leaving five dead on the field.
Our loss was one man wounded in the First Brigade. It was now
dark. Shelby’s division moved to and occupied Boonville during the
night. The main body of the enemy bivouacked on the Monitean and
moved out on the Boonville road at daylight. My command started
at daylight also, and moved through Tipton, bivouacking for the night
within nine miles of Boonville, on the Tipton and Boonville road.
During the evening Fagan’s division was reported moving into Boon-
ville. Early in the morning of the 11th the Sixth Provisional Regi-
ment Enrolled Missouri Militia was sent across to the Boonville, Pisgah,
and California road, with orders to Lieutenant-Colonel McMahan, com-
manding, to advance up that road as far as possible. The balance of
the Third Brigade was ordered forward on the Tipton and Boonville
road. At the same time Colonel Eppstein, of the Fifth Missouri State
Militia Cavalry, was ordered to proceed west to the Boonville and
Georgetown road, and advance up that road, driving in the enemy’s
pickets and ascertaining whether the enemy had moved west or not.
The Second Arkansas Cavalry, which had the advance of the Third
Brigade, on the Tipton road, encountered the enemy’s pickets about
three miles south ‘of Boonville, and drove them in in the most spirited
. manner. The enemy deployed a line of skirmishers about two miles in
length. The Sixth Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia came up on
the Pisgah road without opposition and joined the Sccond Arkansas
Cavalry, and the enemy’s skirmish line, though repeatedly re-enforced,
was driven back to his main line. Lieutenant Gideon, Company H,
Sixth Provisional Enrolled Missouri Militia, with one company ad-
vanced into the outskirts of the town and entered, and for a short time
occupied two or three houses for protection to his men. The enemy
opened artillery upon these houses and the line, and his main line
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opened fire. I ordered the line to retire, the enemy advancing but a
short distance as it withdrew. The line was ordered to advance again,
and moved forward to within short musket-range of the enemy’s main
line. A dispatch from Colonel Eppstein, on the Georgetown road, an-
nounced that no portion of the rebel army had moved west, and I with-
drew my lines to the south side of the Petit Saline. In the affair of
this day my loss was 1 man killed and — wounded. The enemy’s loss
is known to have been 15 killed, and 28 so severely wounded that
they could not be moved, and a large number were wounded and
taken along with the army. Several officers, one a colonel, were re-
ported among the rebel wounded. My command had been out of
rations for thirty-six hours, the men had become much exhausted, and
I could not learn of any train on the way to me. I determined to
move toward California in the morning, until I should meet a subsist-
ence train, and return immediately upon procuring supplies. Four
days’ rations were procured and issued at California, and the command
moved back to its position in front of Boonville by 10 o’clock on the
morning of the 13th of October. Colonel Catherwood’s brigade of vet-
eran troops, 1,500 strong, reported to me at California and held the ad-
vance in this day’s march. A reconnaissance made by a detachment of
the Seventh Kansas Cavalry, under Captain Turley, developed the fact
that -the enemy had left Boonville on the morning of the 13th and
_moved westerly, crossing the La Mine River at Dug Ford and Scott’s
Ford. My apprehension was that the enemy would move by rapid
marches to Lexington and into Kansas, and thereby prevent the organ-
ization and concentration of the troops of that department on the border
against him, and at the same time place so great a distance between his
army and the infantry and cavalry of this department, then moving to
the front in support of my command, that it would be impossible for
them to join we if I should follow him, and thereby avoid a battle with
the large number of troops.then being marshaled for that purpose or
with any command larger than my own. Hence all my movements
after the enemy left Boonville were made with the view of holding
the enemy in or near Saline County until the Kansas troops were
organized and on the border, and Winslow’s brigade of cavalry and
General A.J. Smith’s command of infantry and artillery should be
within striking distance. I therefore moved my command, with the
exception of a small force under Captain Turley, which was ordered to
follow the enemy’s trail by Nebo Church, through Georgetown up the
Georgetown and Lexington road to Cook’s Store, arriving at this point
at 3 p. m. on the 15th day of October, with the view of resisting the
advance of the enemy, and attacking his flanks if he should advance
immediately.

After the first day’s march from Boonville the enemy moved slowly,
portions of his command halting a short time near Marshall, Arrow
Rock, and Waverly. Detachments from my command reconnoitered the
position and movements of the enemy daily. On the 17th day of Octo-
ber some movements were reported thatindicated a design on the part
of the enemy to move southeast through Marshall, and his advance not
having appeared at Dover I moved south to the Blackwater to be in a
better position to strike the enemy if he should move in that direction.
Subsistence supplies had also been exhausted for two days, and it was
absolutely necessary to get a train from Sedalia. Immediately npon
my command moving south to the Blackwater the enemy commenced
moving west rapidly. Subsistence was obtained and issued onthe19th
day of October, and on this day I received the first dispatch from Gen-



CHaP. LIIL.] PRICE’S MISSOURI EXPEDITION. 389

eral Blunt, giving the force and position of the troops from Kansas and
indicating a state of readiness on the part of General Curtis and him-
self.. On the same day I received information from your headquarters
of the arrival of Winslow’s brigade of cavalry and General Smith’s
corps at Sedalia, and your order reorganizing the cavalry and taking
immediate command. Isenta dispatch to Major-General Blunt immedi-
ately upon receiving his dispatch informing him of the position of the
enemy and of all our forces and intended movements, and having on
this day, by order of the general commanding, moved the First Brigade
to Boonville and the Second Brigade to Kirkpatrick’s Mill, I moved
with the Third Brigade to Cook’s Store and halted. At 3 p.m. I
received a dispatch from Major-General Blunt, then in Lexington, and
sent one immediately inreturn. I ordered Col. John E. Phelps, Second
Arkansas Cavalry, to move forward on the Dover road at midnight till
he should strike the main body of the enemy or reach- the Missouri
River. At 3 a. m. a dispatch from him announced that the rebel army
had been moving through Dover west during the afternoon and even-
ing of the 19th, and that cannonading was heard late in the evening in
the direction of Lexington, adding that he would move forward and
attack the force remaining in Dover. Thisinformation was immediately
communicated to the general commanding, and the entire [force] at
once commenced advancing. I sent dispatches to General Blunt on the
evening of the 19th and again on the morning of the 20th. None of
these dispatches reached him, and I c¢onsider it the most unfortunate
thing of the campaign that he did not know our position and plans at
this time. A determined stand by the forces in the enemy’s front at
Lexington, Little Blue, or Independence, which would have been made,
of course, if the commanding officers had been fully advised of our posi-
tion and intended movements, would have brought all our forces, includ-
ing the infantry, into action, and the entire destruction of the enemy
would seem to have been made certain.

On this day, General Pleasonton coming up in person, I assumed
command of my brigade and moved forward in support of General
MeNeil’s brigade, which held the advance. On the following day, 21st,
1 moved in the same order to Independence, where the leading brigade
became quite heavily engaged with®the enemy. Pursuant to orders
from the general commanding I moved my brigade to the right of the
Second Brigade under a severe artillery fire, dismounted the men,
formed in two lines, and advanced rapidly on the left of the enemy’s posi-
tion. Colonel Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry, held the advance and
moved forward through gardens, yards, and streets so rapidly that he
captured a staff officer of General Cabell’s and the general’s sword, and
their whole line commenced giving way. A charge by the Thirteenth
Missouri Veteran Cavalry, simultaneously made, carried everything, and
" the enemy was routed, losing his artillery and many prisoners. The
enemy reformed on the west bank of Stony Creek, and I moved by a
circuitous route on our right with a view of turning this position. But
before I reached the desired position the gallant fighting of Winslow’s
brigade had forced the enemy back, and he was at this time, though
long after dark, fighting heavily and driving the enemy rapidly toward
the Big Blue, At 5 o’clock on the following morning I moved forward
to the support of the First Brigade, holding the advance. This bri-
gade commenced advancing at 7 o’clock and in a short time was hotly
engaged with the enemy at the Big Blue, advancing and driving the
enemy in the most gallant manner, Soon after my command reached
the front line the Second Arkansas Cavalry was dismounted and
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ordefed to advance against the enemy’s right. The regiment moved
forward and the enemy fell back, whereupon, pursuant to an order
from the general commanding, I charged with the rest of my brigade
in line and drove the enemy back to the Harrisonville road, a distance
of some three miles. The lines were now reformed and soon the order
came to charge again. In this instance the order was given directly
to regimental commanders in two or three cases, and the points at
which the several regiments were to strike the enemy’s line were not
designated. The result was that, although the troops charged with
the greatest gallantry and carried the enemy’s position, the charge was
made so far to our right that the enemy was allowed to escape with his
artillery on the Harrisonville road. My line immediately preceding
the charge had been a little confused by one of our own batteries open-
ing upon it from the rear, and hence was not in as good a position as it
was a few moments before. As it was, the enemy burned a large num-
ber of wagons and abandoned a large amount of artillery, ammunition,,
and other property. The Second Arkansas Cavalry pursued the enemy
across the creek south, killing 8 of them in a skirmish at the creek. My
command moved forward this night to Little Santa If¢, and the follow-
ing day, the 24th, it moved to the immediate vicinity of the Marais des
Cygnes, a distance of sixty miles, passing the commands of Generals
Curtis and Blunt, and taking the advance on the road twelve miles
- south of this point, followed by the First, Second, and Fourth Bri-
gades, all having been placed by General P]easonton under my direc-
tlon for the nmht My advance reached this point a little after mid-
night and 1mmed1mtely commenced skirmishing with the enemy. The
road leading to the Trading Post, on the Mal ais des Cygnes, passes
through a gap between two high mounds about half a mile from the
river, each from one-half to a mile in length. Col. J. J. Gravely,
Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia with his own regiment and the
Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, Maj. William Pluinb command-
ing, was ordered to advance until the position of the enemy should be
fully developed. The night was dark and it was raining heavily.
Colonel Gravely advanced gallantly with his command and the enemy
opened musketry fire from the gap. The line was deployed as skir-
mishers and advanced toward the base of the mounds. The enemy
opened a line of fire from the foot, sides, and summits of the mounds
and the intervening gap, and in an instant the clamor and noise of
many voices indicated that we were near the position of the enemy.
My ignorance of the topography of the country, the impenetrable dark-
ness and incessant rain, induced me to postpone a general attack until
4 o’clock in the morning. Previous to this hour Lieutenant-Colonel
Benteen, commanding Fourth Brigade, had by my order sent one regi-
ment of his brigade along a road leading west to a ford about three .
miles above the Trading Post and the place where the enemy was camped,
and had sent forward the Fourth Iowa Cavalry to report to Colonel
Gravely and assist him in taking possession of the two mounds. Col-
onel Gravely was ordered to advance and occupy the summits of the
two mounds-and theintervening gap without delay, and Captains Thur-
ber and Montgomery were ordered to open fire with all their guns at
16 degreeselevation, bearing across the right end of the mound on our left
through the gap, the mounds and gap being now just visible through
the receding darkness. The Fourth Iowa Cavalry gained the mound
on our right without serious opposition, but Colonel Gravely met with
strong resistance in his advance toward the crest of the mound on our
left, The enemy’s line extended the eutire length of this mound, and
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as our line advanced it opened a rapid but ill-directed fire. The line
formed by the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, almost
crawling upon the ground by reason of the abrupt assent, moved
steadily forward until within a few yards of the enemy, when a loud
cheer from our line, followed by one or two sharp volleys of musketry,
proclaimed the position gained. Captains Thurber and Montgomery
had kept up a steady fire from their batteries during this advance, and,
as was afterward ascertained, many of their shell exploded in the enemy’s
camp, creating the greatest excitement and confusion. General Pleas-
onton was now upon the ground and ordered me to advance my line to the
Marais des Cygnes and cross the river as soon aspossible. This order
was immediately executed, and in a few moments my command occupied
the ground just abandoned by the enemy, who left one piece of artillery
and many wagons, horses, mules, cattle, sheep, cooking utensils, &ec.

Jolonel Phelps, Second Arkansas Cavalry, was directed to take the
advance and move forward as rapidly as possible. He soon reached
the river and found the enemy busily engaged felling trees across the
road on the opposite side. The Seventh Provisional Enrolled Missouri
Militia was at once dismounted and thrown across the river, about 400
vards above the ford, and ordered to advance as skirmishes down the
river till it should reach the ford. Colonel Phelps at the same time
advanced, under a heavy musketry fire, and the enemy was driven from
his position opposite the ford, where he had felled but two trees of
moderate size across the road. The Second Arkansas Cavalry con-
tinwed to advance, followed by the Sixth and Righth Cavalry Missouri
State Militia, which were already nearly exhausted from their labors
during the night. The other two regiments of my brigade were still
deployed as skirmishers. Upon reaching the open prairie, about half a
mile from the ford, the enemy displayed a long line of battle, supported
by one section of artillery. I ordered Colonel Phelpsnot to charge this
line until other troops came up, unless he was certain that he could break
it and eapture the artillery, and proceeded to the ford to hurry up some
artillery and other troops. The enemy had already opened his artillery
and General Pleasonton was at the ford, throwing forward troops and
artillery as rapidly as possible. Colonel Phelps, with his regiment,
aided by the Sixth and Eighth Cavalry Missouri State Militia, dis-
mounted, had already charged the enemy’s position and had forced
them to yield. A section of artillery now came up and was immediately
placed in position on our left within good range of the enemy’s guns
and opened fire rapidly. Colonel Phelps came forward with his entire
brigade upon the gallop, and advanced upon the enemy’s left, and Col-
onel Benteen brought his brigade upon the field with similar spirit,
although two of his regiments had been on duty nearly the entire night,
and advanced against the enemy’s center. The Third Brigade bearing
strongly to the left at this time, the enemy gave way immediately, fol-
lowed rapidly by Philips’ and Benteen’s brigades, and fled with such
precipitancy that it seemed improbable that he would form again soon.
My brigade having been on duty all night and engaged all the morn-
ing without anything for horses or men to eat, by permission of the
general commanding I fell to the rear to feed for a few moments.
Hardly were the horses unbridled when musketry firing was again
heard beyond a ridge to the front, which was soon followed by artil-
lery. ¢To horse!” was immediately sounded, and the brigade moved
off on a gallop to the scene of conflict. Before it could reach the spot,
however, the impetuosity and gallantry of the Iirst and Fourth Bri-
gades had broken the enemy’s line, captured his artillery, and put him
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to complete rout. I moved forward rapidly and took the advance
again about three miles from the battle-field, and moved forward in
line at a walk until near the Little Osage, where the enemy had re-
formed under cover of thick timber and brush, at which point I re-
ceived an order from the general commanding to charge their position
and move through the timber to the open prairie beyond and there halt
and reform. The brigade charged the enemy concealed in the timber
in the most gallant manner; drove him across the Little Osage and
through the timber, where we halted and reformed the line. Three
full lines of the enemy were visible within rifle-range, and the command
became so eager for the fray that it seemed impossible to restrain
them, and the entire brigade charged the enemy again, without any
orders, and drove him fully four miles, killing and wounding many,
capturing a number of prisoners, and compelling the enemy to burn a
large number of wagons and other property; nor would the brigade
have halted here, but the powers of nature both of men and horses had
failed, and not even the excitement of battle could keep them up longer.
The Second Brigade moved on in pursuit, and after an hour’s rest my
command moved forward, but could not again reach the enemy that
day, and moved to Fort Scott for subsistence, and there rested for one
day. On the morning of the 27th I left Fort Scott with my command
and one section of Montgomery’s battery, under Lieutenant Smiley,
with the hope of striking the enemy one more blow in the vicinity of
- Newtonia or Neosho, ag it was probable that he would make a short
stay there to obtain supplies before entering the desert region of
Northern Arkansas. 1 marched sixty-two miles that day, keeping the
artillery and teams along, and reached Newtonia on the 28th about 4
p. m., having marched 104 miles with artillery and a train in thirty-six
hours. I found General Blunt heavily engaged with the enemy, his
line slowly receding, and the enemy’s line extending much beyond his
on both flanks, advancing rapidly upon the right and left. General Blunt
directed me to form upon his left, and if possible to turn the enemy’s
right. The horses being exhausted and the fields intersected with
stone walls and other obstacles, I was induced to dismount my com-
mand and the regiments were ordered to advance as fast as they
could dismount and form. The Sixth Cavalry Missouri State Militia
was the first to meet the advancing force of the enemy. This regiment
advanced most gallantly, and had fired two or three volleys in